Schools Program 2022
Bookings: Learning & Outreach team Albury LibraryMuseum
Email: learningoutreach@alburycity.nsw.gov.au
Phone: Narelle L - 02 6023 8346 or Shelby – 02 6023 8366
Web: writearoundthemurray.org.au

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………........................................................

The annual Write Around the Murray Festival is the jewel in the crown of the local literary scene. This
year’s Festival will run from Wednesday 14 - Sunday 18 September. We are thrilled to offer an
impressive line-up of acclaimed authors to share their expertise and inspire students and teachers
across a variety of text forms and genres.
This year’s Schools Program features 2022 Children’s Laureate, author and illustrator, Gabrielle Wang;
Australian Poetry Slam Champion, Huda Fadlelmawla; Wiradjuri storyteller and linguist, Ruth Davys;
Yuin author, Gary Lonesborough; screenwriter, Keir Wilkins; and authors Zana Fraillon, Eliza HenryJones and Aimee Chan.

Booking Process and Guidelines
Email bookings: learningoutreach@alburycity.nsw.gov.au
Phone bookings: Narelle L - 02 6023 8346 or Shelby – 02 6023 8366
 The WAM Schools Program is free to all schools within a 150 km radius of Albury Wodonga.
 Sessions take place across the Albury LibraryMuseum, Retro Lane Café and Lavington Library.
 First round bookings are available Wednesday 18 May - Wednesday 8 June. Bookings are limited to 200
places per school in the first round. Unlimited bookings after 8 June.
 Groups must commit to attending the entire session. Early exiting of groups is not permitted.
 Confirmation of booking is required to secure places. Bookings will remain as reservations only until
reconfirmed by email or phone no later than Friday 12 August.
 Unconfirmed bookings will be offered to those on the waiting list from Monday 15 August.
 Please advise of cancellations or changes to bookings asap so that places can be offered to others.
 Please notify of any specific needs when booking so that student requirements may be accommodated.
 We are a Covid-safe venue and will adhere to NSW Government guidelines. Please check current covid
restrictions prior to attendance.
Thank you, your cooperation assists us in continuing to offer this valuable program free of charge.
________________________________________________________________________________

ALEA Travel subsidies available

Thanks to the Riverina Murray Local Council of
Australian Literacy Educators’ Association (ALEA), we are able to offer a limited number of
subsidies for bus travel to the WAM Schools Program. This offer is for schools who would
otherwise experience difficulty attending. Send us a brief (approx. 100 words) expression of
interest outlining your school’s need for assistance before 30 June 2022
learningoutreach@alburycity.nsw.gov.au

Primary School Sessions
Zana Fraillon

Sessions for years: F – 2, 5 – 6

Zana Fraillon is an internationally acclaimed, multi-award-winning author of twelve books for children and young
adults, including The Way of Dog, The Curiosities, The Lost Soul Atlas, and The Bone Sparrow. Her work has been
published in over 15 countries and is in development for both stage and screen. Zana’s passion for empowering
young people to find their voice is a feature of both her books and her work with writers of all ages. When Zana
isn’t reading or writing, she likes to explore the museums and hidden passageways scattered across Melbourne,
discover plot by walking with an octopus and eat copious amounts of chocolate.
Creatures, Creations and Curiosities
Come discover the creatures and curiosities all waiting in the shadows for you to find! In this hands-on
workshop, Zana Fraillon will guide the students through the creation of wonderous characters and the joys of
picture book making. Students will leave with a handmade picture book of their own, and a newly imagined
character to take home. As part of the session, students will hear from Zana's own picture books, and have the
opportunity to share their stories with the group.
Years F – 2 | Lavington Library | Thursday 15 September | 10.00am – 11.00am | Limit 30 students
Years F – 2 | Lavington Library | Thursday 15 September | 11.30am – 12.30pm | Limit 30 students
Twisting into Other - The Lost Art of Speaking in Dog | Writing workshop
Writing is all about twisting ourselves into other ways of being, and in this hands-on workshop, Zana Fraillon
will show students how to twist into the skins of humans' most ancient companions and see the world from a
dog's point of snout. As part of the session, students will develop their own canine characters, be shown how
to find their character's voice, and experiment with poetry, spoken word and the joys of verse. Come prepared
to abandon punctuation, invent vocabulary and discover the joys of seeing the world from ground level...
Years 5-6 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Friday 16 September | 10.30am – 11.30am | Limit 30 students

Gabrielle Wang

Sessions for years: 3 – 6

Gabrielle Wang is an award-winning author and illustrator born in Melbourne of Chinese heritage. Her stories
are a blend of Chinese and Western culture with a touch of fantasy. A talented artist and gifted writer of over
twenty acclaimed books, Gabrielle is also the Australian Children's Laureate for 2022–2023. Zadie Ma and the
Dog Who Chased the Moon is her most recent novel.
Some of Gabrielle’s award winning titles include, The Garden of Empress Cassia, The Pearl of Tiger Bay, The Lion
Drummer, A Ghost in My Suitcase, Little Paradise, The Race for the Chinese Zodiac, The Wishbird, The Beast of
Hushing Wood, A Ghost in my Suitcase, and its sequel, Ting Ting the Ghosthunter.
Writing and Drawing Stories | Book talk and drawing workshop
What comes first, the story or the drawings? Gabrielle will be talking about the inspiration behind the book,
Zadie Ma and the Dog Who Chased the Moon. She will discuss the challenges of combining narrative, graphic
novel and short stories in one novel. Gabi’s talk will also include how to write historical fiction and include an
interactive dragon drawing workshop just for fun.
Years 5 – 6 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Thursday 15 September | 10.00am – 11.00am | Limit 180 students
Years 3 – 4 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Thursday 15 September | 12.00pm – 1.00pm | Limit 60 students
Years 3 – 4 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Thursday 15 September | 1.30pm – 2.30pm | Limit 60 students
Years 3 – 4 | Lavington Library | Friday 16 September | 10.00am – 11.00am | Limit 30 students
Years 5 – 6 | Lavington Library | Friday 16 September | 11.30am – 12.30pm | Limit 30 students
Years 5 – 6 | Lavington Library | Friday 16 September | 1.30pm – 2.30pm | Limit 30 students

Aimee Chan

Sessions for years: F – 2

Aimee Chan is a children’s book author and podcaster. As well as her books such as The Happy Mask and Peg
Leg Pedicure, her writing has been published in titles all over the world including CNN, Harper’s BAZAAR, ELLE,
Cosmopolitan, The Straits Times and The Weekend Australian. She is also the creator of Kids Pod and earlier this
year produced the Mother Country podcast for SBS. Aimee is a proud resident of the Riverina.
My Uncle Lives in Antarctica | Author Talk

Join Aimee as she reads from her book My Uncle Lives in Antarctica and talks about the real person behind the
title character. Learn how a picture book is made, including manuscripts, storyboards, early illustrations and see
some photographs of the real Antarctica.
Years F – 2 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Thursday 15 September | 12.00pm – 1.00pm | Limit 60 students
Years F – 2 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Thursday 15 September | 1.30pm – 2.30pm | Limit 60 students

Ruth Davys

Sessions for years: F – 6

Ruth Davys is a proud Wiradjuri woman and ambassador for the Wiradjuri nation. She is the vision keeper of
Wiradjuri language company, Giilangyaldhaanygalang, and a passionate educator. Ruth is co-creator of the
online, bi-lingual Wiradjuri and English puppet project, ‘Who? What? Where?’, designed to make learning
language fun and entertaining. As a Cultural Advisor with Albury Wodonga Aboriginal Health Service, Ruth works
closely with local Elders to support community engagement and cultural understanding.
Yalbilinya Wiradjuri | Interactive Presentation
Ruth introduces children to Wiradjuri language and shares some stories. Students will have lots of fun learning
Wiradjuri words, singing ‘heads and shoulders’ in Wiradjuri, and learning what it means to acknowledge the land
and why it’s important.
Years F – 2 | Lavington Library | Wednesday 14 September | 12.00pm – 1.00pm | Limit 30 students
Years 3 – 4 | Lavington Library | Wednesday 14 September | 1.30pm – 2.30pm | Limit 30 students
Years F – 2 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Thursday 15 September | 9.30am – 10.15am | Limit 30 students
Years 3 – 4 | Retro Lane Cafe | Thursday 15 September | 11.30am – 12.30pm | Limit 30 students
Years 5 – 6 | Retro Lane Cafe | Thursday 15 September | 1.30am – 2.30pm | Limit 30 students

Secondary School Sessions
Zana Fraillon

Sessions for years: 7 – 9

Zana Fraillon is an internationally acclaimed, multi-award-winning author of twelve books for children and young
adults, including The Way of Dog, The Curiosities, The Lost Soul Atlas, and The Bone Sparrow. Her work has been
published in over 15 countries and is in development for both stage and screen. Zana’s passion for empowering
young people to find their voice is a feature of both her books and her work with writers of all ages. When Zana
isn’t reading or writing, she likes to explore the museums and hidden passageways scattered across Melbourne,
discover plot by walking with an octopus and eat copious amounts of chocolate.
The Craft of Writing | Student led Q & A
In this session, Zana Fraillon will be answering any and all questions thrown her way. From tips on writing
craft, character creation and story prompts, to secrets from the writers' room, no topic is off
limits. Moderated by students, Zana will be answering a host of questions, before opening up for questions
from the room at the end. If you ever wanted to get inside the head of an author, here's your chance.
Years 7-9 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Friday 16 September | 1.00pm – 2.00pm | Limit 180 students

Eliza Henry-Jones

Sessions for years: 7 – 12

Eliza is an author, freelance writer and PhD candidate who lives on a little flower farm on Wurundjeri land. She
is the author of four novels (including two for young adults) published by HarperCollins. Her novels have been
listed for the ABIA, Indie, CBCA, NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, QLD Literary Awards and Readings Prize for
New Australian Fiction. Her work has appeared in place such as Southerly, Island, The Guardian, ABC Organic
Gardener, Country Style, The Big Issue, Gardening Australia and The Age. Her latest novel Salt and Skin will be
published by Ultimo Press in August 2022.
Imaginary Friends | Author Talk
This talk is all about how to create interesting characters out of thin air. What is it about the book characters
that we love? How do the authors create them? This talk delves into the nitty gritty of creating interesting
fictional characters.
Years 8 – 12 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Friday 16 September | 10.00pm – 11.00pm | Limit 60 students
How to tell a story | Workshop
This fun, hands-on workshop is all about finding inspiration for stories and working out how to get started. There
will be plenty of activities and exercises to get us thinking about inspiration and how to tell the stories that
matter most to us.
Years 7 – 8 | Retro Lane Café | Friday 16 September | 12.00pm – 1.00pm | Limit 30 students

Gary Lonesborough

Sessions for years: 9 – 12

Gary Lonesborough is an award-winning Yuin writer, who grew up on the Far South Coast of NSW as part of a
large and proud Aboriginal family. Gary has experience working in Aboriginal health, child protection, the
disability sector (including experience working in the youth justice system) and the film industry, including
working on the feature film adaptation of Jasper Jones. His debut YA novel, The Boy from the Mish, was published
by Allen & Unwin in February 2021, and has been shortlisted for numerous awards, winning the 2022 Booktopia
FAB Award for Favourite Debut Book.
Making a Writer | Author Talk
Gary Lonesborough will take you on a journey through his life, from when his love for books began, to becoming
a published author. Gary will explore the life experiences, lessons and writing tips he’s learned along the way
and how they’ve informed his writing and publishing of The Boy from the Mish. Gary will cover a range of topics,
including, why he wanted to be a writer; growing up Aboriginal; self-acceptance and pride and the writing and
publishing process.
Years 9 – 12 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Friday 16 September | 11.30pm – 12.30pm | Limit 180 students
Finding Your Voice | Writing Workshop
In this writing workshop, Gary will explore finding your voice, the importance of authentic characters and
representation. Most importantly, you’ll write! Topics covered by Gary in this session will include, finding
ideas and inspiration; the boring stuff (structure and plot); writing great characters; diversity and
representation; and voice.
Years 9 – 12 | Retro Lane Café | Friday 16 September | 1.30pm – 2.30pm | Limit 30 students

River of Stories - student writing competition
Students in years 3 – 12 are invited to enter the River of Stories Poetry and Short Story competition.
The theme is ‘playing with story’. Great prizes to be won by your students and your school.
Entries are open now. Entries close Monday 25 July.
Details here: www.writearoundthemurray.org.au/competitions/river-of-stories

Huda Fadlelmawla

Sessions for years: 8 – 12

Huda the Goddess is the current Australian Poetry Slam Champion and two-time QLD champ. Huda is a spoken
word poet, educator, mental health advocate, dancer and workshop facilitator. She describes poetry as one of
her senses that has allowed her to turn her experiences into art.
Encourage! | Poetry Slam Workshop
Not your average writing workshop. With a focus on writing for performance, our ‘Wordshops’ get students
excited and engaged with the writing process. Each student will create a new piece of poetry using their own
experiences, community and identity as inspiration. The workshop will encourage students to explore new ways
of expressing their creative ideas using live performance, writing techniques, and video references.
Years 8 – 12 | Retro Lane Café | Wednesday 14 September | 12.30pm – 2.30pm | Limit 20 students

Keir Wilkins

Sessions for years: 9 – 12

Keir Wilkins is a screenwriter, storyliner, script editor and development associate who has worked with
companies such as Fremantle Media, Matchbox Pictures, Werner Films and Paramount Television. His writing
credits include Surviving Summer for Netflix, upcoming series The Jump for Stan/Sundance TV, and Neighbours
for Channel 5/Peach. He also served as part of the development team for series such as Amazon/Foxtel’s Picnic
at Hanging Rock and Foxtel’s Wentworth.
We’ve all got a story to tell | Q&A Talk – in conversation with Gerald Lillywhite
In this session, Keir Wilkins will discuss the role of the screenwriter in film and television, his own journey to
becoming a writer of stories for the screen, and offers advice on where to start if you have your own story to
tell.
Years 9 – 12 | Albury LibraryMuseum | Friday 16 September | 10.00pm – 11.00pm | Limit 180 students
The Blank Page - The Fundamentals of Screen Storytelling| Writing Workshop
In this workshop, screenwriter Keir Wilkins will introduce students to the fundamentals of telling stories for the
screen, exploring how we build memorable characters, compelling conflicts and surprising plots, as well as how
screenplays serve as a blueprint for hundreds of other film and television practitioners to play their part in telling
the story. As part of the session, students will be given a chance to develop and pitch their own ideas and learn
about the pathways to having a screenplay produced.
Years 10 – 12 | Retro Lane Café | Friday 16 September | 1.30pm – 2.30pm | Limit 30 students
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WAM Public Program
This year’s theme is ‘Playing with Story’, featuring a special Dungeons & Dragons
one-shot event with author TR Napper as Dungeon Master, not to be missed!
The program also includes the schools program authors plus Jock Serong, Charlotte Wood,
Michelle de Kretser, Yves Rees, Patti Miller, Margaret Hickey and more to be announced soon!
Program released on Wednesday 3 August.
Visit the WAM website and subscribe to receive early updates and highlights

Write Around the Murray Schools Program Timetable
Wednesday 14 September
Authors

RUTH DAVYS

HUDA FADLELMAWLA

ZANA FRAILLON

GABRIELLE WANG

AIMEE CHAN
ELIZA HENRY-JONES
KEIR WILKINS
GARY LONESBOROUGH

Time

Year Level /
Student limit

Venue

12.00pm – 1.00pm

F – 2 (30)

Lavington Library

1.30pm – 2.30pm

3 – 4 (30)

Lavington Library

Thursday 15 September
Year Level /
Student limit

Venue

9.30am – 10.15am

F – 2 (30)

Albury LibraryMuseum

11.30am – 12.30pm

3 – 4 (30)

Retro Lane Café

1.30pm – 2.30pm

5 – 6 (30)

Retro Lane Café

10.00am – 11.00am

F – 2 (30)

Lavington Library

11.30am – 12.30pm

F – 2 (30)

Lavington Library

12.30pm – 2.30pm

8 – 12 (20)

Friday 16 September
Year Level /
Student limit

Venue

Retro Lane Café

10.30am – 11.30am

5 – 6 (30)

Albury LibraryMuseum

1.00pm – 2.00pm

7 – 9 (180)

Albury LibraryMuseum

10.00am – 11.00am

3 – 4 (30)

Lavington Library

11.30am – 12.30pm

5 – 6 (30)

Lavington Library

1.30pm – 2.30pm

5 – 6 (30)

Lavington Library

10.00am – 11.00am

8 – 12 (60)

Albury LibraryMuseum

12.00am – 1.00pm

7 – 8 (30)

Retro Lane Café

10.00am – 11.00am

9 – 12 (180)

Albury LibraryMuseum

1.30pm – 2.30pm

10 – 12 (30)

Retro Lane Café

11.30am – 12.30pm

9 – 12 (180)

Albury LibraryMuseum

1.30pm – 2.30pm

9 – 12 (30)

Retro Lane Café

10.00am – 11.00am

5 – 6 (180)

Albury LibraryMuseum

12.00am – 1.00pm

3 – 4 (60)

Albury LibraryMuseum

1.30pm – 2.30pm

3 – 4 (60)

Albury LibraryMuseum

12.00pm – 1.00pm

F – 2 (60)

Albury LibraryMuseum

1.30pm – 2.30pm

F – 2 (60)

Albury LibraryMuseum

